
PLAY PROPOSAL 
“Enchanted April” 

 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
A slice-of-life character-based work based on the bestselling1922 novel by Elizabeth von Arnim, 
it is set in 1920s London and Italy. Four unhappy English women escape dreary London for a 
bold trip to a castle in Italy.  
 
 

I. Proposal submitted by Penelope Chan 
o Caltech community 
o Penelope_chan@comcast.net 
o 245 S Holliston Ave, Pasadena CA 91106 

II. Preference: 1 of 2 
 

III. Project description 
o “Enchanted April” 
o Genre: Comedy/Drama 
o Number of characters: 5f, 3m 

General description of the show – Themes: character studies, relationships, gender roles, war, 
depression, travel/holidaying, self-care and self-discovery. Sweet-natured Lotty Wilton is 
suffering depression from the bleak London winter, and from an oppressive relationship with her 
pompous husband. When she sees an advertisement to rent a castle in Italy she jumps at the 
chance. Sensing an instant kinship with fellow housewife Rose Arnott, Lotty persuades her along 
on the adventure. There’s only one problem: the enormous expense of their dream holiday means 
using up their savings. Seeking to reduce the costs, the two ladies persuade the beautiful Caroline 
Bramble, and the cranky old Mrs. Graves, to round out the party. As the month passes, verdant 
sun-drenched San Salvatore works its magic on each sad and hardened heart, healing grief and 
bringing hope. And with the arrival of two chastened husbands and one attractive young artist, 
romance blooms again. Based on Elizabeth Von Arnim’s beloved novel, it is a gentle and 
romantic comedy of manners. Against the backdrop of a country still reeling from World War I 
Enchanted April offers to its characters, and viewers, a necessary balm of sunshine and renewal. 
 
DETAILED INFORMATION 

I. Reasons for the proposed show: Prestige (film and Broadway adaptations of Enchanted 
April have won numerous awards), great outdoor summertime play with a happy ending, 
roles for various age ranges, parts are written for Caucasian English women but can be 
played by any race, equal parts comedic and dramatic, intriguing characters, relationships, 
and character development, easy scenery (no set changes between scenes), all scenes take 
place in one of two sets, few props needed.  

II. Technical Aspects:  Act I is entirely indoors, Act II is entirely outdoors so sets are 
important, scenes in Italy require a lot of flowers and outdoor furniture to suggest a garden 
terrace, 1920s costumes for men and women, unit set, some sound effects may be needed to 
evoke the outdoors (rain, thunder, fountain babbling, birds chirping, crickets, etc.).  
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