30 THE ASH GIRL Actl

OWL. Do try!

ASHGIRL. Please, Owl...

OWL. Hold one of those dresses against yourself and look
in the mirror.

ASHGIRL. Leave me alone!

OWL. No one can be happy all of the time, Ashie, but
there’s no harm in trying to be happy once in a while.
Sometimes people don’t try because they’re afraid.
Afraid of what? Ask yourself that. Now I must go and
hunt some mice.

ASHGIRL. Not in this garden.

OWL. I'm going to Prince Amir’s garden.

ASHGIRL. What is he like?

OWL. Why don’t you see for yourself?

ASHGIRL. What do you think of this dress? (ASHGIRL
raises it unconsciously to herself and sees herself in the
mirror. A moment.)

OWL. I only understand feathers, my dear, but I can see
this dress is making you want to dance.

(ASHGIRL throws the dress away from herself. OWL
leaves. A shadow falls.)
Scene Eight

who waits in the trees

The forest. The DEADLY SINS.

PRIDEFLY. Humans. Coming this way. Prepare to attack.
ANGERBIRD. Two young men: easy targets for me.
SLOTHWORM (waking slightly). What’s all the fuss?
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GREEDMONKEY (whispers). Humans!

(AMIR and PAUL come on. The SINS melt into the
trees.)

AMIR. I've never liked this forest, why have you brought
me here?

PAUL. Look at all these trees.

AMIR. So?

PRIDEFLY. That tone, the lift of those eyebrows. He’s mine.

PAUL. People in this country love heavy furniture made of
dark wood, look at all this wood. The forest belongs to a
baron who’s off making wars. We could buy the forest,
cut the trees and make furniture.

GREEDMONKEY. Lots and lots of money.

AMIR. Why?

PAUL. Amir, we sell the furniture and become rich.
GREEDMONKEY. Very rich. Then we buy more forests,
cut down more trees and make more and more money.

AMIR. I have all the money I want. Do you need some?

PRIDEFLY. Our family didn’t believe in commerce either.
We were aristocrats, generals. Why do you keep com-
pany with such a vulgar-thoughted un-prided profit-grub-
bing mortal?

PAUL. Amir, we're in a new country, it’s a good idea to
have more money than you want. Furniture is the future.

AMIR. Our own country is in ruins and all you can think
of is making furniture in this one.

ANGERBIRD. I've got them. I always knew I had the
Prince, but now I can have both. Watch.

PAUL. We made war over there, that’s all we ever did,
even against each other.







