
PLAY PROPOSAL
“The Pillowman”

GENERAL INFORMATION
I. Martin McDonagh’s Tony nominated play is a dark drama that takes place in a 

nameless totalitarian state. The play opens in a police interrogation room as two 
officers, Tupolski and Ariel, question a man named Katurian about some violent 
child murders.

II. Proposal submitted by
o Anthony Feole
o Resident pain in the ass. No affiliation with the program, but I’m flattered to be 

considered part of the Caltech/JPL community
o E-mail Address: tony.feole@gmail.com
o 1718 Claridge Street

Arcadia, CA 91006

III. Project description
o The Pillowman
o Genre of show: Dark comedy / drama
o Number of characters: 4 male *There are also 3 other actors required to play 

minor roles. One female, one male, and one child.
o General description of the show – The show takes place in a totalitarian state and 

deals with issues of censorship, unchecked authority, artistic freedom, and a lack 
of freedom in general. In this state, artists are allowed to exist but their work 
cannot be political or even hint at anything political. It’s shocking, hilarious, 
brutal and at times all the above. In times as challenging as these, there is perhaps 
no play more meaningful and relevant than The Pillowman.

IV. Director (not required, but strongly suggested)
o I would nominate Barbie Insua or Teagan Wall. This is a very testosterone driven 

show, and, I say this in the most respectful way possible, it would benefit greatly 
from the touch of a female voice guiding its way. I’ve worked with them both 
recently and their talent, passion and dedication would do a terrific service to this 
fantastic play.

DETAILED INFORMATION
I. Reasons for the proposed show

o This is a relatively low cost play, and, as mentioned earlier, it is particularly 
relevant to our time. There are a few technical aspects that will be tricky to stage, 
but in general it is simply four characters ripping off some of the greatest dialogue 
of the 21st century.
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o Any challenges can be discussed here too: There is a gunshot that happens on 
stage and it’s the climax of the play so it’s impossible to do offstage. We would 
also need a child actor who’s parents are okay with the play’s violent aspects.

II. Technical Aspects
o Aside from a few sequences where the main characters stories are acted out, the 

entire play takes place in two interrogation rooms of a police station.
o Rights acquisition: The play is not common domain. I’m not sure of the costs 

associated with it…needs to be looked into.
o To the best of my knowledge this play has not been put on in the Pasadena area 

recently
o Sets and costumes are thankfully fairly minimum. The play takes place over the 

course of one night, so there are no costume changes for the four main characters. 
Aside from a desk and a bed that has to be brought on and off quickly there are no 
big set pieces. It’s fairly easy from a technical standpoint.
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